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ADDRESS  TO  THE  CHILDREN  OF  THE  GODLY^ 

Children,  while  God  sa3's  to  all  young  people^ 

!r 

Remember  now  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your 
youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years 
draw  nigh,  when  you  shall  say,  we  have  no  pleasure  in 
them,”  he  speaks  this  language  to  you  most  emphati* 
cally.  Your  parents,  I  take  it  for  granted,  devoted 
you  to  God,  when  you  were  in  infancy,  by  baptism^ 
and  as  soon  as  you  were  capable  of  understanding,  you 
were  told  of  your  baptismal  vow  and  the  relation  in  _ 
which  you,  in  consequence  of  that  solemn  transaction^ 
stand  to  God  and  his  church.  Your  Creator  wrote  * 
not  only  your  names,  but  all  your  members  in  his 
book,  when  he  formed  your  bodies  out  of  the  dust  of  the 
ground,  and  created  your  spirits  within  you,  and  a  new 
entry  was, made  of  you  in  the  book  of  God,  when  you 
were  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost.  Both  these  records  remain  on  high,  and 
shall  appear  cither  for  or  against  you  on  another  and 
Solemn  day — the  great  day  of  rendering  up  an  account; 
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to  your  righteous  judge  of  all  the  deeds  done  in  the 
body;  and  to  you,  that  day  may  not  be  far  distant.  He 
who  made  you  and  in  whose  name,  and  for  whose  most 
holy  service,  you  have  been  baptized,  is  not  an  indif¬ 
ferent  observer  of  your  conduct,  nor  does  he  allow 
you  to  live  as  you  list.  You  cannot  doubt  that  when 
he  gives  you  advice,  it  is  the  best  that  could  possibly 
be  given. 

He  know^s  your  frame,  your  souls,  your  bodies,  your 
capacities  for  enjoyment,  and  all  that  can  make  you 
happy  :  he  knows  that  you  are  fallen  by  sin,  for  he 
has  said  that  you  were  shapen  in  iniquity,  and  that  in 
sin  your  mother  conceived  you  he  knows  that  the 
sin  in  which  you  were  shapen  defiles  your  whole  soul 
and  body  that  your  original  sin  contracted  in  your 
fall,  when  your  first  parents  eat  the  *  forbidden  fruit, 
has  brought  you  into  the  most  fearful  state  of  condem¬ 
nation,  in  which  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  you, 
rendering  you  “  liable  to  death  itself  and  to  the  pains 
of  hell  forever  he  knows  that  by  your  original  de¬ 
pravity,  the  imaginations  of  the  thoughts  of  your  heart 
^e  only  evil  continually,  from .  your  youth  upwards  : 
he  knows  that  your  sinful  desires  lead  you  to  forget 
him,  to  forget  your  baptism,  your  religious  instruc¬ 
tions,  the  prayers,  exhortations,  and  the  example  of 
your  Godly  parents  ;  and  he  has  told  you  that  all  they 
w  ho  forget  him  shall  be  turned  into  hell.  It  is  he  who 
knows  and  who  has  said  all  this,  that  bids  you  remem¬ 
ber  him  in  the  days  of  youth.  You  know  how  you 
are  to  remember,  him — even  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus, 

^  Psalm,  11.  5, 

^  m*' 
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'  "^vhom  lie  sent  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.  He 

^  does  not  call  you  to  remember  him,  while  he  forgets 

I  you  ;  for  he  remembers  us  in  our  fallen  state,  and  does 
^  not  abandon  us  to  destruction,  without  any  prospect  of 
I  relief.  His  remembrance  of  you,  he  has  demonstrated 
[  to  be  most  gracious,  by  his  providences  toward  yon, 

J  especially  by  giving  you  the  privilege  of  knowing  his 

^  holy  word,  in  which  he  utters  the  call  of  mercy,  and 
;  by  giving  you  Godly  parents,  devoted  themselves,  and 
devoting  you  to  his  service.  You  perhaps  sometimes 
chink  that  God’s  law  and  attendance  on  his  ordinances, 

•  are  a  heavy  yoke.  W ould  you  then  wish  that  you  had 
been  born  among  the  wandering  savages,  who  have 
only  some  faint  traces  of  the  knowledge  of  right  and 
wrong,  and  who  have  never  heard  of  a  Saviour  to  re¬ 
deem  from  sin.  Do  you  really,  can  you  deliberately 
i  charge  God  with  not  doing  the  best  for  you,  that  you 
were  not  a  savage  tenant  of  the  woods  ?  Say,  is  this 
your  desire  ?  What  fault  do  you  find  with  God’s  law  ? 

I  By  walking  in  his  ways  do  you  think  misery  is  found  ? 

I  Are  his  offers  of  pardon,  peace,  heaven,  which  he 
makes  yoii  in  the  gospel,  and  seals  in  the  sacraments, 
painful  to  you  ?  Do  you  wish  you  had  never  heard 
them  ?  Do  you  prefer  the  unlawful  pleasures  of  a 
short  life,  to  the  holy  felicities  of  heaven  for  ever  and 
ever  ? 

You,  perhaps,  on  some  occasions,  are  offended  with  * 
what  you  deem  the  unnecessary  restraints  imposed  on 
you  by  your  parents,  and  the  tasks  which  they  require 
of  you,  in  learning  your  catechisms,  reading  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  attending  on  the  duties  of  devotion.  You 
are  probably  pained  and  fretful  under  their  reproofs^ 


jt-;-  ■ 

f  7J 


:r 


Slji 


^392  Address  to  the  Children  of  the  Godly, 

and.  corrections,  and  anxious  for  the  hour  of  your  de¬ 
liverance  from  what  you  consider  a  heavy  yoke. — 
Pause,  and  reflect,  seriously  reflect,  on  those  things. 
What  would  your  condition  have  been  at  this  moment, 
bad  you  been  born  of  savage  parents,  or  of  parents 
who  are  far  from  God,  who  never  utter  a  prayer  either 
for  themselves,  or  for  their  children,  who  are  given 
over  to  swearing  and  intemperance,  and  who  indulge 
their  offspring  in  these  and  all  other  vices.  Surelj 
you  cjxnnot  say,  would  to  God  that  instead  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  parents  of  whom  I  have  been  born,  1  had  been 
the  child  of  such  ungodly  parents.  In  this  world,  re¬ 
member  the  children  of  the  profane  often  come  to 
ruin,  and  ordinarily  go  to  endless  perdition  in  the  next. 

Your  father  and  mother  are  surely  wiser  than  you  : 
they  have  lived  longer,  read,  seen  and  suffered  more  ; 
and  of  course  know  better  what  will  promote  your  in¬ 
terests  than  you  possibly  can.  That  they  are  really 
desirous  of  your  present  and  eternal  happiness,  you 
cannot  rationally  doubt  for  one  moment.  How  much 
care  have  they  taken  of  you,  how  laborious  and  self- 
denying  the  attentions  of  a  mother  especially  !  For 
you  they  labour  that  you  may  have  food  and  cloathing; 
on  your  education,  they  expend  their  money  earned 
by  hard  labour.  In  you  their  name  and  their  reputa¬ 
tion  are  to  live  after  them.  You  have  heard  their 
many  and  their  earnest,  and  their  repeated  prayers  for 
you  in  the  family  :  but  their  more  intense  petitions 
for  you  daily*,  in  private,  and  the  great  distress  they 
suffer  from  their  fears  lest  you  should  be  the  very 
dross  of  silver,  forget  your  God,  and  to  go  to  final  ruin, 
you  have  not  heard,  or  knor/n,  and  you  cannot  con 
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ceive.  Do  you  know  that  when  a  holy  f^arent  Js 

A 

drawing  near  to  the  grave,  and  has  resigned  every 
other  earthly  care,  has  prepared  to  bid  a  joyful  adieu 
to  every  other  earthly  object,  his  heart  still  hovers 
over  you,  bound  down  by  the  cords  of  parental  affec¬ 
tion,  hard,  Oj  how  hard  to  parti  “  O  !  my  dear  child¬ 
ren,”  he  says,.  “  when  I  am  gone,  who  will  provide 
you  food  and  raiment  ?  ' who  will  warn  you  of  the  dan¬ 
gers  and  temptations  of  this  ensnaring  world  ?  who  will 
instruct  you  in  the  ways  of  holiness  ?”  This  is  love 
indeed.  Do  you  not  know  also  with  what  deep  dis¬ 
tress  they  mourn  over  the  loss  of  children,  when  death 
snaps  the  cord  that  binds  together  father  and  child  ? 
“  Jacob,”  when  he  thought  an  evil  beast  had  devoured 
Joseph,  “  rent  his  clothes,  put  sackcloth  upon  his 
loins  and  mourned  for  his  son  many  days.  And  all  his 
sons  and  daughters  rose  up  to  comfort  him;  but  he 
refused  to  be  comforted:  and  he  said,  for  I  will  go 
down  into  the  grave  mourning  for  my  son.”  “  Rachel 
wept  for  her  children  and  refused  to  be  comforted, 
because  they  were  not.”  How  intense  is  the  lamenta¬ 
tion  poured  over  a  child  who  has  fallen,  even  in  the 
very  act  of  rebellion  and  seeking  a  father’s  life  !  Wheh 
David  heard  that  his  xmfortunate,  his  guilty  son  Absa¬ 
lom  had  died  in  battle,  S  Hi  how  the  heart  of  that  great 
and  good  king,  and  distinguished  captain  melts  at  the 
sad  tidings.  And  the  king  was  much  moved,  and 
went  up  to  the  chamber  over  the  gate,  and  wept,  and 
as  he  went  thus  he  said,  O  my  son  Absalom,  my  son, 

*  4 

my  son  Absalom  !  would  to  God  1  had  died  for  thee,  O 

Absalom,  my  son,  my  son  !”  These,  ©  youth,  are  the 

gemiiae  effusions  of  parental  affection,— the  griefs-  of 
25* 
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Godly  parents,  when  bereaved  of  their  children  ;  aim 
they  are  placed  before  you  by  the  Holy  Ghost  speak¬ 
ing  in  the  Scriptures,  to  remind  you  how  much  tender¬ 
ness  you  should  exercise,  how  cheerful  the  obedience 
you  should  render  to  the  affectionate  guardians  whom 
God  has  kindly  placed  over  you.  Why  should  you 

A 

doubt  their  Fove  ?  why  fret  at  their  commands  ?  why 
seek  to  be  from  under  their  salutary  controul  ?  You 
cannot  always  understand  their  wise  and  kind  purposes 
towards  you,  and  even  when  you  could  understand,  it 
is  often  wisdom  that  they  should  be  concealed  from 
you,  as  they  might  have  an  unhappy  tendency,  were 
they  revealed.  But  subjection  to  your  natural  guar¬ 
dians,  or  the  principle  of  filial  affection,  is  not  the  fend¬ 
ing  motive  by  which  you  should  be  induced  to  walk  in 
the  ways  of  holiness  ;  though,  should  this  one  have  no 
influence  upon  your  conduct,  it  is  not  probable;  perhaps 
not  possible j  that  any  other  will.  A  respect  for  the 
authority  of  God,  whose  you  are,  %vill  alone  secure 
your  perseverance  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  preserve 
you  from  the  path  of  destruction.  In  your  natural 
state  of  enmity  and  alienation  from  God,  you  never  can 
love  him^  delight  in  his  word,  or  walk  in  his  statutes 
blameless.  When  the  great  enemy  of  your  soul  sug¬ 
gests  his  cunning  temptations,  or  employs  the  wicked, 
who  are  always  ready  to  do  his  work,  in  order  to  lead 
you  into  the  society  of  the  profane,  and  frequent  the 
loathsome  haunts  of  vice  ;  if  not  united  to  the  Re¬ 
deemer  by  faith,  you  have  no  safeguard  for  one  mo¬ 
ment,  but  are  standing  always  on  a  slippery  place,  and 
ready  by  the  slightest  impulse,  (o  slide  down  into  the 
most  fearful  depths  of  degradation,  from  which  deliver- 
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•  ance  is  hardly  to  be  expected.  You  should  not  rest 
«  for  an  instant  in  peace,  until  you  lay  hold,  by  a  saving 

faith,  on  him,  who  calls  children  to  his  arms,  and  who” 
proves  to  them  a  friend  and  protector  in  the  hour  of 

•  danger,  such  as  can  be  found  in  no  earthly  parent ;  his 
almighty  guardianship  ever  watchful,  ever  effectual  for 
their  preservation,  affords  them  everlasting  protection. 
See  him,  seated  on  a  glorious  high  throne,  and  with 

I  looks  full  of  compassion,  and  a  heart  overflowing  with 
love,  calling  you  to  take  shelter  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  in  his  atoning  blood,  and  find  refuge  under  the 
ivings  of  his  Almighty,  universal  Providence,  from  all 
the  eneniies  of  your  peace  and  blessedness.  He 
stretches  out  to  you  his  arm  of  mercy  and  says  : — 
'‘Come  ye  children,  harken  unto  me:  I  will  teach 
vou  the  fear  of  the  Lord.” 

V 

=  Remember  his  eyes  are  ever  on  yon,  iit  all  your 
thoughts,  words  and  doings.  From  a  parent’s  eye  you 
.  may  escape,  from  his  you  never  can  ;  and  offensive  and 
'  dishonouring  as  the  vices  of  a  sinful  child  may  be  to.a 
kind'  and  pious  father,  or  mother,  they  are  infinitely 
more  so  to  him,  whom  you  see  cloathed  in  glory,  on 
his  most  magnificent  throne,  in  the  heavens.  PainfuP 
as  may  be  the  consequences  of  disobeying  your  father 
on  earth,  and  rushing,  in  violation  of  his  command, 
into  the  sins  of  youth,  the  consequences  of  dishonouring 
by  sin  your  heavenly  Father  are  infinitely  more  dread- 
ftjl.  The  former  can  inflict  upon  you  temporary  pain  on-- 
ly,  God  can  render  you  eternally  miserable  :  the  for¬ 
mer  can  disinherit  you  of  an  earthly  estate  only.  He 
can  shut  you  out  for  ever  from  the  heavenly  inheri¬ 
tance,  and  reduce  you  to  everlasting  poverty,  shamc}. 
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contempt,  and  .agonizing  tortures.  Do  not,  then,  0  ;; 
not  offend  Him,  by  viol  iting  his  laws,  disbelieving  hij 
word,  and  profaning  his  covenant  of  baptism,  by  wlilck 
you  are  engaged  to  be  his. 

\  on  see  how  many  thousands  of  youth  are  forming 
or  have  already  formed  habits  of  irreligion  and  vice, 
that  unless  they  spee(rdy  repent  must  render  th  ! 
manhood  wretched  ;  their  old  age,  should  they  atuin 
it,  loathsome,  and  their  eternity  unutterably  miscrabi'r 
See  how  many  parents,  themselves  ungodly,  give  lo  > 
reins  to  all  the  vicious  passions  of  their  children,  wi 
feeling  no  restraint,,  hurry  on  in  their  thoughtles; 
their  nnd  career,  towards  the  bottomless  gulph  of  ruin 
ever  open  to  devour  them.  You  must  see  that  you  : 
exposed  to  the  greatest  d.a'.gers  from  t!i^  dread.ful  ex 
ample  which  these  perishing  multitudes  set  you.  Tr 
few  parents,  who  are  really  in  earnest,  for  the  prese: 
usefuluess  and  comfort  of  their  sons  ai-i  daughters,  u: 
for  their  eternal  interests,  are  tremblingly  anxious  Ic 
the  doo(l  should  sweep  them  irrecoverably  awav 
“  Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation. 

Can  you  imagine  any  thing. more  lovedy,  than  to  K 
hold  the  sons  of  the  church  growing  up  in  youth,  fair 
and  lovely,  all  the*  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  lovt 
peace,  joy,  meekness-,  gentleness,  tempr  ranco,  and 
tience,  blooming  and  fragrant  in  the  morning  of  youth 
giving  joyful  promise  of  abundant  fruits  of  righteou- 
ness  in  manhood,  and  even  in  old  age,  when  oth^^^r 
fiiile  ?  How  does  the  heart  leap  with  joy,  at.  the  sig^ 
of  the  daughters  of  the  church,  like  corner  ston 
carved  after  the  similitude  of  a  palace,  all  the  ben 
and  loveliness  of  youtbi  rendered  incomparably  mor 
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<  harming,  by  the  savour  of  the  precious  oil  of  grace 
shed  upon  them  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  To  all  the 
youth  that  may  read  these  pages,  on  which  the  feelings 
of  a  parent  are  poured  warm  from  the  heart,  we  would 
cay  :  “  Choose  you  this  day  whom  you  will  serve,” 
and  may  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lead  you  to  say,  as  Is¬ 
rael  did  to  Joshua,  “  The  Lord  our  God  will  we  serve> 
and  his  voice  will  w^e  obey.” 

•  TRitVELS  OF  TITUS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

i 

'  (Continued  from  page  277.) 

j 

j  Of  the  two  great  rivers  that  unite  their  streams  at 
iPittsburgh,  the  Monongahela  has  been  esteemed  from 
jihe  first  settlement  of  this  country  the  most  important ; 
as  the  extensive  and  fertile  flats  that  skirt  its  banks 
were  occupied  by  settlers  many  years  before  the  abo- 

Irigines  were  dispossessed  of  their  native  forests  on  the 
Mleghany.  I  determined  to  make  an  excursion  up  the 
former  river,  to  examine  the  state  and  progress  pf  so-^ 
Liety.  The  evolution  of  the  principle  of  emigration, 
it  unfolds  itself,  in  the  spread  of  the  human  race, 
or  the  purpose  of  occupying  tracts  of  w  ilderness  ne- 
r'er  before  trodden  bv  the  foot  of  man,  and  the  forma- 
ion  of  diversified  shades  of  character,  under  various  - 
drcumstances,  and  modes  of  living,  are  highly  inte- 
esting  and  instructive,  and  the  interest  is  greatly  height- 

tned  when  the  waves  of  a  civilized  and  Christian  popu- 
ition  are  rolling  onward,  and  driving  before  them  the 
iumerous  savage  hordes — “  when  God  drives  out  the 
feithen,  and  plants  his  people  in  their  place.” 
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1  resolved  to  cross  the  river  opposite  to  the  city  oa 
a  magnificent  bridge,  which  has  been  lately  erected  by 
the  enterprise  of  the  inhabitants,  across  a  stream  nearly 
half  a  mile  in  width.  As  I  loitered  leisurely,  not  “  fis* 
ter  than  a  walk,”  1  had  a  full  view  of  the  scenery  around 
me.  The  Alleghany  is  seen  on  tlie  right,  discharging 
its  clear,  broad  and  rapid  flood  into  the  Monongahela, 
and  the  Ohio  losing  itself,  as  it  stretches  its  meandering 
course  far  to  the  north-west,  among  the  hills  over  which 
dark  forests  wave,  and  reflecting  from  its  bosom,  like 
a  smooth  mirror,  the  glories  of  the  surrounding  scene¬ 
ry.  On  the  left,  is  the  Monongahela  advancing  slug¬ 
gishly  in  its  course  between  its  high  red  banks,  sur¬ 
mounted  by  stately  trees,  which  seem  to  letdown  their 
long  branches  to  lave  them  in  the  flood.  Fleets  of  arks, 
fiuge  barges  with  masts  and  rigging,  and  steam-boats 
were  moored  along  the  strand,  or  in  the  stream,  llosi 
different  all  this  from  what  Washington  witnessed,  when 
less  than  sixty  years  ago,  he  visited  in  his  youth,  and 
alone,  this  place,  as  an  ambassador  from  the  Governor 
of  Virginia,  the  savage  nations  of  the  west !  Then  he 
saw  the  little  French  garrison,  Du  Quesne,  situated  on 
the  point  of  land  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers,  and 
the  light  bark  canoe  of  the  Indian  stealing  silently 
along  under  the  pendant  houghs  of  the  water  maple, 
Couh!  even  he  have  dreamed,  that  in  half  a  century 
these  floods  would  have  groaned  under  the  weight  of 
merchandize  collected  from,  or  destined  to,  almost  eve¬ 
ry  clime  ? 

Noble  farms  are  cultivated,  and  a  few  fine  houses  are 
erected,  for  some  miles  up  the  river  above  the  city; 
but  we  cannot  repress  the  thought,  that  the  past  pre- 
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wonderful  as  it  has  been,  will  be  far  outstripped 
bj  the  future.  Fifteen  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  I  arri¬ 
ved  at  a  village,  small,  unimportant,  and  having  made 
slow  advances  ;  but  where,  more  than  twenty  years 
agi),  a  schooner  of  more  than  one  hundred  tons  bur¬ 
then  was  built,  and  called  the  Monongahela  Farmer, 
which  is  now  navigating  the  ocean.  This  is  the  only 
drcumstance  of  importance,  for  which  Elizabeth  town 
is  distinguished.  From  this  place  I  determined  to  vi¬ 
sit  the  site  of  one  of  those  ancient  fortifications  or 
j  walled  towns,  which  have  of  late  years  awakened  so 
much  liberal  curiosity  among  antiquarians.  It  is  situa- 
led  two  miles  and  a  half  south  of  Elizabeth  town,  on 
the  summit  of  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of 
ilonongahela  from  those  of  Youghiogany. 

On  arriving  at  the  place  I  found  an  aged  Reformed 
Presbyterian,  whose  father,  an  elder  of  the  same  church, 
had  emigrated  from  the  w  estw^ard,  and  taken  possession 
of  this  form  in  the  year  1769.  I  arrived  late  in  the 

evening,  and  took  lodgings  for  the  night.  Mr. - , 

the  occupant  of  the  farm,  informed  me  that  very  soon 
alter  his  father’s  family  emigrated  to  the  westward,  ^ 
several  other  Reformed  Presbyterian  families  had  fol¬ 
lowed  them,  and  made  settlements  in  the  same  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  that  they  had  formed  themselves  into  a  pray¬ 
ing  society,  and  that  tliey  were  visited  occasionally  by 
ininisters  of  the  same  body,  to  which  they  were  at¬ 
tached,  who  preached  the  gospel  to  them,  and  dispen¬ 
sed  the  ordinances  of  baptism  to  their  children, — that 
tbeir,^ociety  grew  and  was  prosperous,  until  the  for- 
niation  of  tlie  union  between  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
^^3  and  Associate  ChurcheSj,  into  the  Associate 
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formed  Church,  when  all  the  society,  except  one  fa¬ 
mily,  entered  into  the  new  body.  That  family  remain- 
ed  alone  for  many  years,  until  near  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  when  a  society  was  again  organized,  which 
continues  until  the  present  time.  In  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  he  also  mentioned,  there  was  a  Presbyterian 
church,  the  second  that  had  been  organized  west  of 
the  Alleghany  mountains,  and,  also,  an  Associate  Re¬ 
formed  congregation,  wdiich  was  formed  chiefly  of  the 
descendants  of  the  early  Reformed  Presbyterians  and 
Secession  people — that  there  w  as,  besides  these,  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  Reformed  Dissenting  Presbyterians,  a  peo¬ 
ple  w^ho  had  seceded  from  the  Associate  Reformed 
church,  when  that  body  had  made  alterations  in  theii 
doctrinal  standards.  He  said  that  the  good  people 
looked  back  to  the  times  that  were  past  with  emotions 
of  sorrow,  and  to  the  future  wdth  unpleasant  anticipa¬ 
tions.  The  former  generation,  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  first  emigrants  had  been  gathered  to  their  fathers, 
he  said,  had  known  the  history  of  the  church,  had  em*. 
braced  and  held  sound  doctrine,  had  revered  the  memO' 
ry  of  the  Westminster  Divines,  had  adhered  to  the  co¬ 
venants  of  their  ancestors,  had  worshipped  the  God  of 
their  fathers  morning  and  evening  every  day  at  the  fa¬ 
mily  altar,  had  held  meetings  for  prayer  and  Christian 
conference,  had  endeavoured  to  train  up  their  children 
in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  and  had 
lived  “  as  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  seeking 
a  better  country,  even  a  heavenly.”  But,  said  he,  the 
tear  starting  in  his  eye,  those  days  have  gone  by,  mul¬ 
titudes  of  emigrants  have  crowded  around  us,  our  soil 
is  very  fertile,  our  climate  hcakby,  wealth  has  increa« 
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ed,  labour  has  been  productive,  and  the  young  genera¬ 
tion,  at  least  thousands  of  them,  forget  God — family 
w  orship  is  greatly  disused  :  there  are  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  but  two  prayer  meetings  that  resemble  those  of 
the  ancient  fearers  of  God,  ‘‘  who  spake  often  one  to 
another  one  of  these  among  the  Reformed  Presbyte¬ 
rians,  and  one  among  the  Reformed  Dissenters.  The 
standard  writings,  abounding  with  plain,  solid,  gospel 
truth,  are  little  read,  the  Sabbath  is  greatly  profaned  by 
many,  and  1  lament  to  have  it  to  say  that  I  fear  greatly^ 
by  far  the  largest  part  of  the  people  are  in  the  high¬ 
way  to  endless  ruin.  Truth  has  fallen  in  the  streets,” 
and  yet  the  rising  generation  flatter  themselves  with 
their  fancied  improved  state,  and  offer  indignity  to  what 
they  are  pleased  to  call  the  want  of  light  among  their 
fathers.  I  fear  our  sons  “  will  be  the  very  dross  of 
silver.” 

The  shades  of  this  picture  may  have  been  somewhat 
deepened,  but  all  my  observations  afterwards,  satisfied 
me  that  the  portrait  exhibited  the  true  features  not  on¬ 
ly  of  this,  but  unhappily  of  many  other  parts  of  the 
church  and  our  country.  Light  and  tinsel  ornaments 
have  become  current,  instead  of  the  precious  gold  of 
«ther  times,  it  is  bright  indeed  and  glitters,  but,  when  * 
weighed  in  the  balances,  is  found  wanting.  Frothy  de¬ 
clamation,  instead  of  the  sober  investigation,  and  lu¬ 
minous  exhibition  of  gospel  truth  ;  public*  shew,  in¬ 
stead  of  persevering  and  enlightened  piety  j  excitement 
of  animal  sensibilities,  instead  of  the  deep  and  solemn 
exercises  of  enlightened  devotion,  are  -painihliy  pre* 
?€nt. 
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You  have,  said  I,  to  the  old  gentleman,  been  com¬ 
paring  the  present  to  the  past  generation,  but  have  you 
not  here  some  remains  of  a  people  that  occupied  these 
hills  many  ages  before  you,  and  who  seem  to  have  been 
civilized,  and  perhaps  even  Christians  ?  He  replied 
that  there  had  been  many  traces  of  some  great  and 
powerful  people  of  ancient  times,  but  that  they  were 
nearly  effiiced  ;  one  very  considerable  one  on  his  own 
ferm.  He  said,  too,  that,  as  I  had  expressed  a  wish  to 
see  its  site,  he  w^ould,  on  the  following  morning,,  con¬ 
duct  me  to  the  spot  and  give  me  an  account  of  its  ap¬ 
pearance  when  he  first  saw  it. 

Early  next  morning,  before  the  sun  rose,  we  ascend¬ 
ed  to  the  summit  of  a  hill — the  site  of  this  interesting 
antiquity.  Its  altitude  is  several  hundred  feet  above 
the  bed  of  the  Monongahela  river,  and  from  its  lop» 
the  great  range  of  the  Appallachian  mountains  is  seen 
rising,  in  towering  majesty,  to  the  south-east,  at  the  dis- 
teince  of  twenty-five  miles  to  the  nearest  point,  the 
range  is  hidden  behind  the  southern  hills  in  a  due  south, 
direction,  while  to  the  north-west,  it  sinks  into  the  ho* 
risen  ;  and  the  whole  extent,  seen  at  one  view,  can¬ 
not  be  less  than  eighty  miles.  To  the  north,  the  pros¬ 
pect  extends  beyond  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  The  sur- 
fece  of  the  surrounding  country  presents  an  undulated 
appearance — deep  vallies,  and  high  hills,  the  greater 
proportion  even  now  is  covered  with  lofty  forest  trees, 
oak,  walnut,  sugar-maple,  &c.  clothed  in  thick  foliiige 
— the  continuity  of  the  forest,  however,  interrupted 
by  numerous  farms,  which  appear  like  garden  spots  on 
the  hills  and  in  the  vales.  Very  numerous  and  diver¬ 
sified  beauties  are  spread  over  the  whole  highly  pic* 
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tuie?que  scenery  of  this  extensive  and  delightful  pros¬ 
pect. 

The  morning  was  perfectly  clear  and  serene,  when 
the  sun  rose  with  uncommon  grandeur  from  behind  the 
distant  mountain  top,  and  looking  forth  upon  the  virgin 
glories  of  the  western  world,  poured  upon  the  whole 
prospect  a  flood  of  golden  light.  Never  did  I  before 
realize  so  fully  the  beauty  of  the  description  in  the 
Psalms — “  In  them  he  set  the  sun  a  tabernacle,  which 
is  as  a  bridegroom,  cometh  out  of  his  chamber,  and  re- 
joiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  run  his  race.’'"^  When  the 
beams  of  the  sun  fell  upon  the  mists  of  the  Mononga- 
hela,  they  presented  a  very  magnificent  appearance. 
The  river,  after  issuing  from  the  mountain:  a  little  te 
the  east  of  south,  meanders  by  many  long  windings 
among  the  hills,  a  course  of  not  less  than  sixty  miles, 
until  it  arrives  at  within  about  two  miles  of  the  southern 
base  of  the  hill,  on  which  stood  the  battlemenU  of  this 
ancient  fortress  ;  it  then  winds  by  a  circuit  of  eighteen 
miles,  and  returns  again  within  two  miles  of  the  north¬ 
ern  base,  when  it  stretches  away  toward  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh.  The  valley  in  which  it  flows  is  from  tw’o 
to  three  hundred  feet  deep,  and  no  part  of  the  stream' 
is  visible  from  the  site  of  the  antiquity  ;  it  is  even  dif¬ 
ficult  to  trace  the  windings  of  the  valley,  except  when 
filled  with  the  mists  of  the  morning.  These  are  ex¬ 
haled  during  a  summer’s  night  in  such  quantities  that 
before  the  rising  of  the  sun,  the  whole  valley  is  filled 
with  them.  We  saw  their  snow-white  masses  reposing 
ilong  its  whole  extent,  except  to  the  west,  for  nearly 


’Psalm,  XIX.  4,  5. 


304  Travels  of  Titus  in  the  United  States, 

one  hundred  miles.  This  whole  mass  seemed  to  sleep 
in  silence  in  its  bed  between  the  hills,  and,  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  overtopped  their  summits.  The  approach  oi 
the  sun  awoke  it  from  its  slumbers,  it  seemed  to  move 
instinct  with  life,  and  its  surface  became  agitated  and 
rolled  like  the  waves  of  the  sea.  Huge  masses  were 
detached  ere  long,  and  began  “  to  skulk  like  caitiffs  of 
night”  up  the  deep  valleys,  which  opened  among 
the  river  hills.  If  those  ancient  people  who  built  and 
inhabited  this  fortress  had  a  regard  to  beauty  of  pros¬ 
pect,  they  could  not,  perhaps,  have  selected  one  more 
picturesque  than  this  ;  but  probably  fertility  of  soil 
and  military  strength  were  their  chief  objects.  Water 
too  might  be  had  for  the  supply  of  the  city  and  acropo¬ 
lis,  with  great  facility,  either  by  digging  on  the  summit 
of  the  hill,  or  from  some  of  the  seven  springs  that  issue 
from  its  base. 

When  the  father  of  the  present  occupant  commen¬ 
ced  improvements  here,  which  was  done  by  the  clear¬ 
ing  of  a  field  on  the  site  of  the  antiquity,  it  was  cover¬ 
ed  with  a  forest  of  numerous  and  large  black  walnut 
trees,  many  of  them  more  than  two  feet  in  diameter, 
which  had  been  growing  for  ages  in  the  deep,  black 
soil.  Two  or  three  acres  are  so  level  that  in  the  spring 
season  the  water  rests  upon  much  of  it  several  inches 
in  depth,  as  on  river  flats.  The  sides,  from  this  sum¬ 
mit  level,  at  first  decline  gradually,  and  become  steeper 
as  they  descend,  until,  in  some  places,  they  are  almost 
precipitous.  The  whole  of  the  level  height  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  descent  had  been  surrounded  with  a  wall, 
enclosing  about  three  acres  of  ground  in  the  form  of 
aB"eIlipsis,  its  conjugate  diameter  east  and  west,  and,  of 
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course,  its  transverse  north  and  south,  and  drawn  ap-  I 

parcntly  with  mathematical  precision.  At  the  east  end  | 

ot  this  enclosure  had  been  another  wall,  a  section  of  ^ 

an  ellipsis,  uniting  with  the  main  wall,  and  enclosing 
three-quarters  of  an  acre.  On  the  south-west  side  of  I 

the  “  Fort  Hill,”  as  the  family  called  it,  and  near  its 
base,  there  was  an  extensive  burying  ground,  but  whe- 
ther  it  had  been  formed  by  the  occupants  of  the  for-  ^ 

tress,  or  by  a  later  people,  it  is  impossible,  perhaps,  to  I 

ascertain.  There  was,  also,  oh  the  south  side  of  the 
citadel,  the  bed  of  a  highway  that  had  led  to  a  fortified  j 

post  on  a  height  to  the  south.  The  traces  of  the  wall,  { 

though  distinct  in  nearly  their  whole  circuit,  when  my  | 

host  first  saw  them,  were  no  more  than  a  mound  of  • 

*  \ 

earth,  but  there  was  no  fosse,  either  on  the  outside,  or 
inside  of  the  wall,  such  as  are  found  in  other  antique  *  \ 

fortifications  of  the  same  race,  who  constructed  this  \ 

one.  It  had,  as  Mr. - inlorms  me,  the  appearance 

of  a  large  wooden  wall,  which  had  entirely  decayed  | 

and  left  only  a  heap  of  earth.  No  stone  hinl  been  em-  ; 

ployed  in  the  construction  of  the  work.  Whether  the  I 

inhabitants  lived  in  houses,  or  tents,  can  never,  per-  i 

haps,  be  known  ;  though  farther  to  the  west,  and  pro¬ 
bably  at  a  later  period,  the  same  people  did  build  aUd  ^ 

occupy  large  houses,  the  remains  of  which  are  per¬ 
fectly,  unequivocal.  The  numerous,  arrow-points,  and 
tomahawks  of  flints,  found  at  this  place,  are  probably 
the  work  of  Indians  of  a  more  modem  date.  But  the 
fragments  of  earthenware  scattered*  in  abundance,  of 
which  I  saw  several  specimens,  were,  evidently  the  fa¬ 
brication  of  the  primitive  occupants  of  this  strong  hold* 

Its  texture,  though  coarsC;  U  firm  and  durable,  and  it 
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is  fabricated  with  much  skill,  of  argillacious  earth,  lime 
made  of  the  fresh-water  clam,  and,  probably ,  a  siliceous, 
or  flinty  cement,  and  on  the  surface  of  some  specimens 
an  attempt  at  ornament.  The  argillacious  earth  was 
dug  up  at  the  east  end  of  the  work,  and  within  the  out¬ 
er  wall  in  that  direction.  Indeed,  that  wall  seems  to 
have  been  built  for  the  defence  of  a  factory,  perhaps 
conducted  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  pieces  of  ware, 
a  few  of  which  may  still  be  found,  have  lain  exposed 
to  the  w  eather  certainly  for  several  centuries,  and  they 
are  yet  solid  and  very  hard — a  degree  of  durability, 
which  modem  artists  can  hardly  impart  to  their  wares. 
On  some  of  the  coarser  pieces  1  saw  the  marks  of  the 
finger  impressed  around  the  brim,  for  the  purpose  of 
ornament.  What  was  the  mode  of  his  life,  whose  fin¬ 
gers  marked  this  w  are  ?  what  the  degree  of  his  know¬ 
ledge  ?  what  his  dress  ?  what  his  language  ?  w  hat  his 
death  and  funeral?  how  many  ages  have  passed  away 
since  those  fingers  mouldered  in  the  dust  ?  where,  and 
what  are  his  descendants  ?  and  more  solemn  than  all, . 
where  that  immortal  spirit,  that  planned  the  wares  and 
guided  the  fingers. 

I  have  said  that  the  site  was  chosen  for  military 
strength,’  as  were  the  greater  part  of  the  positions  on 
which  those  antique  remains  are  found — as  on  the  sum¬ 
mits  of  high  hills,  tlie  precipitous  banks  of  rivers,  i:c. 
This  people  was*  either  broken  into  factions,  headed 
by  their  several  .w  ar-like  kings,  or  they  were  engaged 
in  warfare  against'  some  other  race,  of  w’hom  no  ves¬ 
tige  remains,  to  indicate  even  the  bare  fact  of  their  ex¬ 
istence.  How  many  battles  were  fought  ?  w  hat  deeds 
of  valour  were  achieved  ?  how  many  feH  in  the  bloody 
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strife  ?  how  many  whiows  uttered  their  wailings  among 
these  hills  ?  what  shouts  of  victory  were  heard  ?  how 
many  songs  and  tales  were  told  and  sung  of  warlike 
exi)loits,  and  listened  to  with  eager  attention,  on  the 
very  spot,  perhaps,  where  1  now  stand  ?  and  may  we 
indulge  the  thought  that  any  prayers  did  here  ascend  to 
the  Most  High,  for  the  preservation  of  the  warrior  in 
the  hour  of  battle  ?  were  there  heard  any  thanksgi¬ 
vings  for  a  country’s  preservation  in  the  day  of  peril  ? 

There  has  been  much  anxious  investigation,  I  learn, 
as  to  the  age  in  which  these  people  lived,  but  it  has 
ended  in  vague  conjecture.  The  most  we  can  know’, 
ii  that  many  centuries  have  passed  over  these  ancient 
fortified  cities,  since  they  became  a  waste  and  desola^* 
lion.  A  large  oak  was  felled  not  far  from  the  site  of 
the  fort  of  this  hill,  and  by  counting  the  circles  indi¬ 
cating  the  years  of  its  grow  th,  it  was  found  to  be  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  years  old  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century.  At  least  during  all  that  period 
Fort  Hill  was  a  desolation  ;  but  perhaps  the  ancestors 
•fthis  tree,  for  several  generations,  grew  undisturbed 
around  this  ruin. 

Who  were  this  people  ?  whence  came  they  ?  where 
are  their  descendents  ?  or,  in  the  course  of  long  pro¬ 
tracted  w’ars  have  they  become  utterly  extinct  ?  None 
©fall  these  questions,  will  probably  ever  be  answered 
with  that  degree  of  evidence  w  hich  ought  fully  to  satis¬ 
fy  the  cautious  enquirer.  Yet  there  are  some  lights 
^hich  shed  their  feeble  rays  upon  the  darkness  that 
envelopes  the  history  of  this  nation,  or  those  nations. 
That  they  were  a  colony  of  Welch  is  scarcely  credi- 
We,  nor  is  it  much  more  probable  that  they  were  des- 
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cen(>aiits  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Eastern  Asia, 
That  they  were  the  ancestors  of  the  Mexicans  and 
Peruvians  is  hare  conjecture.  There  remains  but  one 
other  theory,  aiiion^  those  who  believe  in  the  unity  of 
the  origin  of  the  human  race,  and  I  discard  all  others; 
that  they  were  the  descendants  of  the  ten  tribes  of 
Israel,  carried  away  by  Shalmanezer,  king  of  Assyria, 
and  the  ancestors  of  the  present  race  of  Aborigines. 
The  degree  of  civilization  which  they  possessed,  was 
certainly  very  considerable,  and  their  science  was  res¬ 
pectable,  as  the  plans  and  sites  of  their  fortifications 
testify  to  every  scholar.  That’ ancient  colonies  of 
Asiatics  arrived  on  our  continent  before  them  is  proba¬ 
ble,  and  that  they  would  be,  like  the  modern  emi¬ 
grants  from  Europe,  exposed  to  wars  with  the  former 
occupants  of  the  soil,  is  more  than  conjectural.  Afl 
ancient  Rabbi,  whose  letter  is  recorded  in  the  Apo¬ 
crypha,  wrote  to  his  brethren  that  the  captives,  whom 
Shalmanezer  carried  away,  had  resolved  to  migrate  to 
a  very  remote  country  of  which  they  had  heard,  and 
where  they  would  never  more  be  found.  The  lan¬ 
guage  of  many  of  the  Indian  nations,  is  in  very  many 
words  analagous  to'  tKe  Hebrew — they  have  some 
ancient  manuscripts  among  them,  of  the  contents  of 
which  they  are  utterly  ignorant,  but  which  they  re¬ 
gard  with  a  superstitious  reverence.  To  this  theory 
the  present  degraded  and  savage  condition  of  the  In¬ 
dian  nations  of  the  American  fores^  is  no  objection ; 
for  we  have  many  instances  of  civilized  nations  degen¬ 
erating  into  savagism,  and,  indeed,  as  all  nations  have 
descended  from  Noah,  who  possessed  all  the  learning 
iind  religioui?  knowledge  of  the  anti-deluyian  wor^ 
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f.very  barbarous  people  is  a  standing  monument  of  such 
degeneracy.  The  Israelites  on  this  continent,  cut  off 
tbr  more  than  two  thousand  years  from  the  civilized 
world,  and  possessing  wlien  they  arrived  here  no 
wealth,  and  only  the  knowledge  of  captives  long  op¬ 
pressed,  what  should  prevent,  in  that  long  lapse  of 
ages,  their  sinking,  agreeably  to  then  atural  tendency 
of  fallen  human  nature,  into  all  tlie  gross  barbarism  of 
the  American  savage  ?  This  theory  has  one  advantage 
over  ever}"  other  ;  it  is  of  a  practical  tendency,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  stimulate  Christian  charity  to  treat  with  gen¬ 
tleness  the  wild  children  of  our  forests,  and  awaken 
generous  and  pious  efforts  for  bringing  them  to  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

Can  it  be,  that  the  descents  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob,  the  sons  of  Joseph,  Gad,  Asher,  &c.  lived  on 
these  hills,  and  that  their  children  do  yet  occupy  our 
western  forests  ?  I  will  cherish  this  hope,  and  if  it 
be  an  illusion,  it  is  surely  harmless.  Always  hereafter 
when  I  remember  the  “  Fort  Hill,”  I  will  associate  the 
beauty  of  the  charming  prospect,  and  its  venerable 
antiquities  with  the  descendents  of  the  covenant  people 
of  God. 

(To  be  Continued.)  ^ 


REVIEW  OF  DR.  MILLEDOLEr’s  SERMON. 

(Concluded  from  page  247.) 

The  doctrine  of  subscription  to  Church  Standard^, 
clearly,  stated  in  the  extracts  already  made  from  the 
excellent  sermon  before  us  ;  has,  perhaps  in  no  church 
been  more  openly  violated  than  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
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land.  A  very  brief  and  superficial  view  of  what  the 
history  of  that  church  furnishes,  in  relation  to  this  fact, 
will  illustrate  the  remarks  we  have  already  made.  No 
one  who  has  ever  examined  the  “  Thirty-nine  articles'’ 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  reflected  on  the  fact  that 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  prelates  of  that  church 
attended  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and  cordially  assented  to 
the  able  expression  of  the  doctrines  of  grace,  contained 
in  the  “  Canons”  of  that  venerable  council ;  will  un¬ 
dertake  to  controvert  the  assertion  that  the  Church  of 
England,  during  the  former  part  of  her  history,  was 
strictly  Calvanistic  in  her  system  of  doctrines.  Neither 
wall  any  one  acquainted  with  her  subsequent  history, 
call  in  question  the  correctness  of  the  remark  that  for 
many  years  past  a  majority  of  both  clergy  and  laity  at- 
lached  to  that  church,  have  been  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  Calvinistic  creed,  and  industriously  engaged  both 
in  public  and  private,  in  propagating  and  maintaining 
tenets  of  a  directly  opposite  character.  Hence  the 
question  has  often  been  asked,  ‘  how  can  the  clergy  of 
the  Church  of  England  subscribe  articles  which  they 
do  not  believe  ? — How  can  they  at  the  time  of  receiv¬ 
ing  orders,  solemnly  assent  to  doctrines,  which  in  their 
first  sermon  perhaps,  they  will  denounce  as  unscrip- 
tural  and  pernicious  T  Fortunately  for  such,  they 
have  recently  found  an  advocate  and  apologist  in  the 
Rev.  Robert  Fellowes,  curate  of  Harbury,  Warwick¬ 
shire,  England.  Tliis  writer  has  not  concealed  the 
wish  of  his  heart  that  the  thirty-nine  articles  might  be 
altogether  abolished,  and  that  Parliament  should  give 
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■  relief  from  all  subscription  to  doctrine. But  not 
likely  to  succeed  in  this  first  attempt  of  the  enemies  of 
the  truth  noticed  in  our  last  number,  he  has  availed 
himself  of  the  following  wonderful  defence,  viz:  That 
,  whenever  a  majority  can  be  found  in  any  church  op¬ 
posed  to  the  doctrines  expressed  in  the  Standards  of 
^  that  church,  they  may  without  altering  the  letter,  put 
a  new  construction  on  their  Standards,  and  all  who 
fX)me  after  them,  in  subscribing  those  articles,  subscribe 
them  under  the  construction  which  has  thus  been  put 
I  upon  them  :  or  in  other  words,  if  a  church  with  Cal- 
vinistic  Standards  should  so  far  degenerate  as  to  have 

I 

^  ’“When  the  Church  of  England,  says  Mr.  F.  got  rid  of 

j  Pope,  it  never  intended  to  raise  up  thirty-ninein  its  place.*’ 
Oa  this  witticism  Dr.  Magee,  in  his  work  on  atonement,  p. 
451,  makes  the  following  remark.  “It  is  curious  to  observe 
[  this  advocate  for  Christian  freedom  who  spurns  wdth  such 
I  indignation  these  Popes  which  are  imposed  by  the  authority 
'  the  church,  devising  at  the  same  time  a  Pope  of  his  own, 

I  to  which  he  would  have  the  wliole  body  of  the  clergy  com- 
pellcd  to  bend  the  knee.  For  as  we  have  already  seen,  his 
tk'orite  plan  is,  that  the  ministers  of  the  establishment 
should  be  COMPELLED  to  teach  nothing  but  pure  morality^ 
Thus  like  most  oT  the  other  mighty  advocates  for  freedom,) 
the  liberty  which  he  wishes  for,  is  merely  the  liberty  to  de¬ 
prive  others  of  theirs.”  This  reminds  us  of  an  occurrence 
In  our  own  country*.  A  certain  young  ecclesiastic,  for  so  the 
story  goes,  after  reading  before  the  Council  convened  for  his 
ordination,  a  long  string  of  articles  expressive  of  his  views, 
gravely  and  very  fashionably  concluded  by  stating  as'the 
last  article  of  his  faith — “that  he  was  opposed  taall  confes¬ 
sions  of  faith,  church  standards,”  hc% 
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a  majority  of  Arminian  ministers  and  members  attacL- 
ed  to  her  communion,  and  these  should  happen  to  meet 
in  church  council,  they  may  by  vote  new-construe 
their  Standards,  and  tell  the  world  that  Calvinistic 
articles  teach  Arminian  doctrines,  and  that  they  may 
with  safety  and  perfect  good  faith  be  subscribed  by  any 
Arminian.  But  to  clear  ourselves  of  any  suspicion  of 
having  done  injustice  to  Mr.  F.,  we  shall  bring  him 
forward  to  speak  for  himself,  as  he  appears  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  work,  called  Religion  without  cant^  which  some 
witty  reviewer  proposed  by  an  inversion  oftitle,  to  de¬ 
nominate  Cant  without  religion.  This  no  doubt  would 
more  correctly  have  expressed  the  character  of  the 
work. — But,  for  the  plea  of  Mr.  F.  Here  we  have  it. 
•‘  When  we  wish  to  ascertain  the  true  doctrine  and 
belief  of  the  Church  of  England,  we  are  not  to  enquire 
so  much,  what  the  doctrine  and  belief  of  its  clergy 
in  past  ages,  as  what  is  the  doctrine  and  belief  of  the 
clergy,  or  the  church,  at  the  present  day.  That  which 
was  the  doctrine  and  belief  of  the  clergy  in  past  ages,* 
was  the  doctrine  and  belief  of  the  church  in  their  time  ; 
and  that  which  is  the  doctrine  and  belief  of  the  clergy 
in  this  age,  is  the  doctrine  and  belief  of  the  church  in 
our  time.”  Again,  “  As  the  majority  of  the  living 
members,  and  particularly  the  most  learned,  upright 
and  judicious  members  of  the  Church  of  England  con¬ 
stitute  the  Church  of  England,  they  may,  without  for¬ 
mally  repealing  any  of  the  articles,  put  any  construc¬ 
tion  upon  them  which  they  think  best,  aud  that  con¬ 
struction  is  the  legal  doctrine  in  their  time  ;  and  in 
that  sense  and  according  to  that  construction  the  arti¬ 
cles  may  and  ought  to  be  subscribed  ;  and  he  who  thu-^ 
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subscribes  them,  maintains  what  is  so  necessary  to 
maintain,  an  unity  of  doctrine  with  the  majority  of  his 
brethren  ;  and  is  consequently  a  better  friend  to  the 
Church  of  England  than  he  who  may  subscribe  the  artU 
cles  in  a  sense  more  agreeable  to  the  letter^  and  more 
adverse  to  the  construction  of  the  clergy;  and  conse¬ 
quently  to  the  received  doctrine  of  the  church.^^^  All 
this  is  ingenious, — very  ingenious  indeed  ;  and  may 
answer  for  some  consciences.  We  however  candidly 
confess  that  it  is  an  expedient  which  does  not  exactly 
suit  our  puritan  ideas  ;  and  that  the  view  of  the  Bishop 
of  Lincoln!  on  this  subject  accords  better  with  our  own. 
“  I  do  willingly  and  exanimo  subscribe  to  the  thirty-nine 
articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  is  the  indispensible 
form  of  subscription;  and  therefore  it  behoves  every 
one,  before  he  otfers  himself  a  candidate  for  holy  or¬ 
ders  to  peruse  carefully  the  articles'of  our  church,  and 
to  compare  them  with  the  written  word  of  God,  If,  upon 
mature  examination,  he  believes  them  to  be  authorized 
by  scripture,  he  may  conscientiously  subscribe  to 
them  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  thinks  that  he  sees 
reason  to  dissent  from  anv  of  the  doctrines  asserted 
in  them,  no  hope  of  emolument  or  honour,  no  dread  of 
inconvenience  or  disappointment,  should  induce  him  to 

I 

, : 

"^The  above  extracts  are  taken  from  a  review  in  the  Pan* 
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opiist,  j\'e'w  Series,  vol.  II.  pp.  130,  13lf  they  may  also  be 
found  in  the  Christian  Observer,  vol.  T.  p.  519,  from  which 
the  review  was  copied  in  the  Panoplist.  Our  library  does 
not  contain  such  a  precious  morceau  as  Mr.  Fellowes’  Heli- 
gion  ivithout  cant. 

t Elements,  voh  II.  p.  56r. 
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express  his  solemn  assent  to  propositions,  which  in  fact 
he  does  not  believe.’*  . 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  Fellowes  ;  his  expedient  which 
we  have  perhaps  too  hastily  acknowledged  ingenious, 
has  not  quite  enough  of  length  and  breadth  to  cover 
the  whole  of  his  corrupt  fraternity.  The  attentive 
I'eader  has  not  failed  to  discover  that  Mr.  F.  by  clear¬ 
ing  or  rather  attempting  to  clear  himself  and  his  breth¬ 
ren  of  the  present  day,  has  left  his  Arminian  and  So- 
cinian  predecessors  completely  in  the  lurch  ;  and  it 
would  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  justice  if  Mr.  F. 
should  again  come  before  the  public  in  some  theologi¬ 
cal  performance^  to  make  an  effort  for  their  relief. — 
According  to  Mr.  F’s.  view  of  the  subject,  before  a 
man  holding  Arminian  sentiments,  can  subscribe,  with 
propriety,  Calvinistic  articles,  the  church  owning  those 
articles  must  have  become  Arminian.  We  would  now 
like  to  know  from  Mr.  F.  w  hether  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  became  Arminian  in  a  day  ?  If  not : — if  the 
change  from  Calvinism  to  Arminianism  were  gradual^ 
as  it  undoubtedly  was,  we  would  like  to  know  what 
Mr.  F.  thinks  of  Arminians  and  Socinians  who  sub¬ 
scribed  those  articles,  w  hile  the  church  by  her  courts, 
as  well  as  standards,  were  known  to  be  Calvinistic '! 
what  does  Mr.  F.  think  of  those  who  crept  in  silently 
and  one  by  one,  until  it  was  found  safe  to  count  heads 
and  display  triumphantly  the  Standard  of  Arminianism? 
If  Mr.  F.  could  solve  this  difficulty  it  might  be  of  spe¬ 
cial  use  at  the  present  time  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
and  save  some  from  the  reproach  of  having  dictated  to 
them  as  a  proper  confession. 

“  Juravi  ore  ;  sed  meutem  injuratam  gero.” 


I 

j 

b 

I 

I 


Keviez^  of  Dr.  Miiledoler's  Sermori. 


316 


The  time  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  we  hope  that  it 
never  will  arrive,  when  the  Judicatures  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Dutch  Church  will  be  prepared  to  put  a  new 
construction  upon  her  Standards  ;  and  give  to  her 
ministers  an  opportunity  to  shelter  themselves  under 
the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Fellowes.  But,  we  think  too 
liighly  of  our  country,  to  imagine  that  all  ingenuity  must 
necessarily  originate  on  the  other  side  of  the  w  ater.— 
We  have  heard  something  of  the  ingenuity  of  some  of 
the  ministers  of  the  Dutch  Church  which  w  e  think  ex¬ 
ceeds  that  of  Fellow  es  himself — It  is  this  :  Every  man 
roust  construe  the  Standards  of  the  Dutch  Church  for 
himself,  and  whatever  meaning  he  puts  upon  them,  is 
the  construction  under  which  he  subscribes  them. 
This  makes  every  man,  mother  church;  and  this  course 
pursued  for  a  little  while  in  any  church,  we  venture  to 
assert,  will  make  her  Standards  speak  any  thing  and 
every  thing.  Upon  this  plan,  no  reference  is  to  be  had 
to  church  courts  no  appeal  is  to  be  made  to  the 
council  which  coiiipileu  (he  standards.— They  arc  to  be 
examined  like  any  other  document,  and  every  man  is 
to  put  his  own  construction  upon  terms,  paragraphs, 
&c.  and  then,  what  is  to  prevent  among  the  ministers 
of  the  same  church  and  who  have  subscribed  the  same 
standards,  conflicting  sentiments  similar  to  what  are 
sometimes  witnessed  in  our  civil  courts  when  lawyers 
differ  in  their  construction  of  a  particular  statute  ?  In 
the  latter  case  however,  the  evil  maybe  terminated  by 
an  application  to  the  legislature  to  eiplain  their  act, 
but  how  is  the  evil  to  be  remedied  in  the  other  case, 
where  no  regard  is  had  to  the  meaning  put  upon  church 
st^dards,  by  those  who  framed  them,  and  when  “  a 
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Dutchman’’  construing  the  standards  for  himself,  puti^ 
on  a  certain  phrase,  a  meaning  directly  adverse  to 
what  the  judicature,  at  the  time  he  subscribed  those 
standards,  declared  to  be  the  proper  construction  ! 
VVe  are  strongly  inclined  to  believe,  nay  we  know,  that 
the  prudence  and  wisdom  which- characterized  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  Dutch  Church  have  not  left  her  ex¬ 
posed  to  such  imposition  ;  and  that  by  her  very  formu¬ 
las  of  subscription,  every  minister  is  required  to  yield 
the  right  to  put  upon  her  standards  any  construction 
different  from  that  put  upon  them  by  the  Synod  of  Dort, 
and  solemnly  engages  to  defend  to  the  utmost  of  his 
ability,  the  particular  views  and  constructions  of  that 
distinguished  assembly.  The  Dutch  Church  express¬ 
ly  in  her  articles  of  government,  discountenances  the 
Idea,  that  subscription  to  her  standards  is  to  be  consi¬ 
dered  satisfactory  when  there  are  circumstances  which 
justify  a  belief  that  the  subscription  is  made  under  a 
construction  put  upon  them  by  the  person  subscribing, 

.  ,  I  4.1,  rrkoorvirkfT  • 
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the  formula,  which  every  minister  at  the  time  of  his 
ordination,  or  at  the  time  of  his  reception  into  the 
Dutch  Church,  if  he  were  ordained  in  some  other 
church,  is  required  to  subscribe,  arc  these  words  : 

\Vc  the  underwritten.  Ministers  of  the  w  ord  of  God, 
residing  within  the  bounds  of  the  Classis  of  N.  N.  do 
hereby  sincerely  and  in  good  conscience  before  the 
Lord,  declare  by  this  our  subscription,  that  ^^  e  heartily 
believe  and  are  persuaded  that  all  the  articles  and 
points  contained  in  the  confession  and  catechism  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  together  with  the  explana¬ 
tion  of  some  points  of  the  aforesaid  doctrine  made  in 
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the  National  Synod,  held  at  Dordrecht,  in  the  year 
1819,  do.  fully  agree  with  the  word  of  God.  We  pro¬ 
mise  therefore  diligently  to  teach  and  faithfully  to  de¬ 
fend  the  aforesaid  doctrine  without  either  directly  or 
indirectly  contradicting  the  same  by  our  public  preach¬ 
ing  or  writings.  We  declare  moreover,  that  we  not 
only  reject  all  errors  that  militate  against  this  doctrine^ 
and  particularly  those  which  are  condemned  in  the  above 
mentioned  Synod^  but  that  we  are  disposed  to  refute  and 
contradict  tliem^  and  to  exert  ourselves  in  keeping  the 
church  pure  from  such  errors,  and  if  hereafter  any 
difficulties,  or  different  sentiments,  respecting  the 
aforesaid  doctrine  should  arise  in  our  minds,  we  prom¬ 
ise  that  we  will  neither  publicly  nor  privately,  pro¬ 
pose,  teach  or  defend  the  same  either  by  preaching  or 
writing,  until  we  have  first  revealed  such  sentiment, 
to  the  Consistory,  Classis  and  Synod  that  the  same  may 
be  there  examined  ;  being  ready  always,  cheerfully  to 
submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  Consistory,  Classis,  or 
Synod,  under  the  penalty  in  c«ase  of  refusal,  to  be  ipso 
facto  suspended  from  our  office,”  &c.  Now,  how  a 
minister  who  has  subscribed  such  an  instrument,  can 
afterwards  say,  ‘  1  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Synod 
of  Dort, — It  is  not  required  of  me  to  travel  back  to 
the  time  of  that  Synod  to  ascertain  what  ideas  1  am  to 
attach  to  the  the  terms  employed  in  the  instrument  to 
which  I  have  affixed  my  name, — I  care  not  how  the 
Synod  of  Dort  understood  the  standards  they  adopted, 
I  will  put  my  own  construction  upon  them  — may  be 
difficult  for  common  sense  and  cpmmon  honesty  to 
perceive — we  are  disposed  to  think  that  no  man  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  such  a  subscription,  until  be  knows 

27* 


318 


Discourse  relative  to  the  Greeks. 


something  fibout  the  construction  put  upon  the  Stand¬ 
ards  of  the  Dutch  Church  by  the  Synod  of  Dort,  and 
if  he  has  subscribed  them  without  being  possessed  of 
such  knowledge,  we  are  far  from  imagining  that  a  visit 
to  Dort  will  prove  injurious  to  him — probably  it  would 
be  more  beneficial  than  any  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  or 
Medina  has  ever  been.  All  that  the  sermon  before  us 
pleads  for,  and  all  that  we  w  ish  for,  in  regard  to  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  Standards,  is  common  candor  and  common 
-  honestv. — If  men  do  not  like  the  doctrines  of  the 
Dutch  Church,  let  them  form  ecclesiastical  connexions 
with  other  churches,  whose  system  of  faith  may  be 
more  congenial  to  then*  own  sentiments — Let  them  not 
CDtleavour  to  destroy  Church  Standards,  neither  let 
them  attempt  to  new^construe  and  pervert  them,  for 
in  either  case  they* dishonourably,  and  more  than 
the  ingenuity  of  a  Fellowes  w  ill  be  necessary  to  screen 
them  from  the  reprobation  of  a  candid  and  discerning 
public.  X. 


DISCOURSE  RELATIVE  TO  THE  GREEKS. 

In  the  evening  of  the  25th  ultimo,  a  Sermon  was 
preached  in  the  Dutch  Church,  at  Montgomery,  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Fo.nda,  and  a  collection  amounting  to  25 
dollars  taken  up  in  aid  of  the  Greek  fund.  The 
preacher  made  choice  for  his  text,  of  the  w  ords  of 
John,  1  Epistle,  III.  Chap,  and  8  verse,  “  For  this 
purpose  the  Son  of  God  w  as  manifested,  that  he  might 
destroy  the  works  of  the  Devil.”  In  the  discussion  o 
this  subject  it  wixs  proposed  to  consider, 

1.  The  fact  asserted — “  the  Son  of  God  was  mani 
ted  in  the  flesh.” 
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II.  The  object  designed  to  be  accoiufdished  by  his 
I  peifrince  on  earth,  viz.  ‘the  destriiction  of  the 
Urks  of  the  Devil.”  We  have  beeri  furnished  with 
me  of  the  concluding  remarks  of  the  discourse,  w  hich 
|>.e  presume  w  ill  f>e  acceptable  to  our  readers. 

These  are  the  mighty  means  alre^uly  in  requisition, 
the  mighty  engines  already  in  operation  for  the  des- 
irtion  of  the  w  orks  of  the  Devil.  By  these  thousands 
if  ?ouls  once  enslaved,  have  already  been  redeemed, 
d  are  now  engaged  in  grateful  worship  before  the 
rone  of  God.  By  these  the  bloodless  triumphs  of 
Immanuel  will  continue  to  be  carried  on  ;  and  carried 
with  a  glory  and  success  incomparably  greater  than 
•  yet  been  witnessed.  The  time  is  rapidly  ap- 
acliing  w  hen  according  to  the  language  of  prophecy, 
nverts  shall  be  multiplied  as  drops  of  morning  dew  ; 
d  a  nation  be  born  to  Christ  in  a  day  : — when  the 
iversal  prevalence  of  the  religion  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
ill  change  in  every  ]>art  of  our  world  the  face  of 
iety  :  w  hen  the  thrones  of  iniquity  shall  be  shaken  : 
en  every  svstem  of  corruntion,  of  tvrannv  and  mis- 
both  in  church  and  state  shall  be  broken  up  :  and 
en  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  disenthralled  and 
ctified,  shall  rejoice  in  their  blessedness  asthefree- 
n  of  the  Lord. 

Instructed  by  the  w  ord  of  prophecy,  we  clearly  per- 
:ive  that  the  whole  design  of  the  Saviour’s  manifesta- 
n  in  the  flesh,  w  ill  not  be  accomplished,  until  he 
1  have  put  down  all  “  rule  and  all  authority”  bear- 
the  impress  of  the  grand  apostate,  and  'adverse  in 
principles  and  tendency,  to  the  reign  of  Jesus  over 
natipos.  Not  only  must  the  hearts  and  practice  of 
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individuals  be  purified  and  regulated  by  the  grace  ana 
authority  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  but  the  principles  of 
every  government  must  be  made  to  accord  with  the 
principles  of  his  word,  and  the  system  of  doctrines  and 
worship  and  discipline  in  every  church,  be  made  to 
liarmonize  with  the  truths  and  order  of  the  gospel.— ^ 
The  savage  wanderers  of  the  forest  must  be  taught  to 
renounce’ their  idolatry  and  to  bow  at  the  loot  to  the 
cross.  The  descendants  of  Abraham  must  exchange: 
their  deadly  hatred,  for  unfeigned  attachment  to  Jesus 
of  Nazareth,  the  true  Messiah.  The  followers  of  Ma¬ 
homet  must  abjure  their  Prophet  and  the  Koran,  and 
receive  the  instruction  and  the  salvation  of  the  gospel. 
Kings  also  must  become  nursing  fathers  and  queen- ij 
nrusing  mothers  to  the  Israel  of  our  God.  | 

For  such  a  state  of  things  the  bible  teaches  us  toH 
look  and  prav  ;  and  such  a  state  of  things  the  signs  ct| 
the  times  admonish  us  is  rapidly  approaching.  Thej 
bible  is  travelling  in  every  direction,  and  preparing! 
the  way  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  In  the  myster-l 
ious  providence  of  God,  monarchs  seated  on  throntscS 
corruption  and  ruling  the  nations  with  rods  of  iron,  ar® 
assisting  in  the  spread  of  that  holy  book,  which  sh-i!l 
demolish  their  thrones  of  iniquity,  and  break  in  piece* 
their  rods  of  iron.  Yes,  the  bible  recording  the  deal! 
of  Christ,  and  serving  as  the  instrument  of  conversion 
—yes,  the  very  bible  which  Alexander,  at  the  head  o 
the  Russian  Bible  Society,  is  engaged  in  circulating 
will  yet  w  ork  out  the  destruction  of  Alexander  at  th 
head  of  that  system  of  corruption  aiul  oppression,  by 
sad  misnomer  called  the  Holy  Alliance.  That  alliiUicG 
than  which  a  more  formidable  combination  against  th 
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libel  ty  and  happiness  of  man,  was  perhaps  neV'er  w  it¬ 
nessed  ;  must  be  broken  up.  How  soon  it  will  be  dis¬ 
solved  ;  or,  for  w^hat  fearful  purposes  of  judgment  to 
some  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  it  may  be  employed 
by  a  mysterious  Providence  before  its  dissolution  ;  we 
pretend  not  to  say.  But  we  feel  confident  that  a  com¬ 
bination  involving  so  much  corruption, — a  combination 
avowedly  hostile  to  all  improvements  in  civil  govern¬ 
ment, — a  combination  setting  itself  in  deadly  array 
against  national  liberty  and  human  happiness;  must  be 
broken  up.  Such  a  league,  which  at  the  present  mo¬ 
ment  threatens  to  spread  a  black  cloud  over  the  bright 
prospects  of  our  fellow  Christians  in  Greece  and  our 
neighbours  in  South  America,  and  to  bring  down  the 
towering  hopes  of  these  sons  of  liberty  on  opposite 
ikies  of  the  Atlantic  ;  such  a  league  cannot  long  exist. 
But  whether  it  ctui  or  not,  our  duty  is  by  all  law’ful 
means  to  counteract  its  influence  and  to  hasten  its  des¬ 
truction. 

r.rG  holliid  to  do,  not  only  firom  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  humanity  ;  but  also  from  a  regard  of  our  ow  n 
weltare  ;  from  love  to  our  country  ;  our  form  of  gov¬ 
ernment  ;  and  our  independence.  The  Executive  of 
our  nation  has  sounded  the  alarm  in  his  recent  mes- 
to  Congress,  and  not  obscureiy  intimated  that  evil 
kme.Utated  against  the  w’ell  established  government  of 
tkese  United  States,  by  the  confederated  Monarchs  of 
hirope. 

At  such  a  juncture,  sound  policy  requires  that  what- 
l^vorcan  be  done  by  us,  without  violating  the  neutral 
'^ricter  of  our  government,  in  favour  of  both  South 
erica  and  Greece,  by  extending  the  hand  of  friend- 
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ship  to  the  former,  and  furnishing  pecuniary  aid  to  the 
latter,  should  be  done.  Our  hopes  and  our  safety  arc 
in  some  measure  identified  with  theirs.  Iftheinhab-  i 
itants  of  South  America,  should  with  becoming  valour  i 
drive  back  from  their  liberated  shores,  the  armaments 
which  degraded  Spain,  now  the  despicable  agent  of  an 
oppressive  confederacy,  may  send  out  for  their  reduc* 
tion,  and  with  prudence  and  efficiency,  organize  a 
government  w  hich  by  its  representative  and  federative 
character,  shall  at  once  secure  their  rights  and  consoli¬ 
date  their  strength  : — If  Greece  long  oppressed  by  a 
merciless  tyranny,  but  now  roused  by  the  intensenes!^ 
of  her  sufferings,  and  determined  to  be  free  or  perish 
in  the  conflict ;  if  Greece  should  succeed  in  breaking 
the  iron  yoke  of  Turkish  despotism: — If  England 
should  remain  true  to  herself  and  her  best  interests: 
and  if  relations  of  peace  and  amity  should  be  faithfulljj 
cherished  between  these  several  powers  and  our  own! 
government,  we,  under  God,  have  nothing  to  fear  fron}| 
the  wicked  combination  of  tyrants  on  the  Continent  oi 
Europe.  In  such  a  case  the  amount  of  physical  povver^ 
ef  military  skill,  and  maritime  advantages,  would  forii 
such  an  array  against  the  continental  league,  .as  wouk 
effectually  counteriKt  its  tendency,  and  after  a 
years  of  miserable  iiKifficiency  bring  it  down  to  th 
dust.  But  if  South  America  should  be  re-conquered 
and  if  Greece  should  be  crushed,  we  may  well  trernblj 
for  ourselves.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  is 
surprising  that  an  interest  deep  and  intense  has  be* 
excited,  in  favour  of  Greece,  throughout  every  part 
our  land  ;  and  that  a  fund  is  now  collecting  to  aidbei 
in  her  struggle  for  liberty  ? 
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For  nearly  four  hundred  years,  have  these  sons  of 
Greece,  the  children  of  ancient  freemen,  been  groan¬ 
ing  under  the  most  cruel,  cruel  oppression.  For  about 
three  years  they  have  now  been  engaged  in  fighting 
for  their  independence.  Their  struggle  has  thus  far 
been  noble,  and  it  promises  to  be  successful.  Roused 
to  firy  by  reiterated  and  deep  wounding  wrongs,  by 
the  blood  of  their  countrymen  cruelly  shed  ;  by  the 
dishonour  of  their  wives  and  daughters  under  brutal 
violation  ;  by  ,  the  wretchedness  of  their  kindred, 
bound  in  chains,  confined  in  dungeons,  or  sold  for 
slaves  ;  and  animated  by  the  heroic  deeds  of  their  an¬ 
cestors,  they  have  in  dependence  on  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  determined  that  the  Turkish  despot  shall  no 
longer  lord  it  over  their  country  ; — a  country  conse¬ 
crated  by  the  recollection  of  every  thing  dear  and  in¬ 
teresting  to  the  best  feelings  of  the  human  heart.  Yes, 
roused  by  the  recollection  of  the  scenes  of  Thermopylae, 

I  Marathon,  Platoea,  and  Salamis — calling  to  mind  the 
r  ble  deeds  of  their  fathers  in  resisting  the  millions  of 
Vrxes  ;  these  sons  of  ancient  poets,  philosophers, 
r  tors,  statesmen  and  warriors — ^these  children  of 
Homer,  of  Xenophon,  of  Demothenes,  of  Socrates,  of 
onidas,  of  Themistocles,  and  of  Alexander,  have  de- 
I  iinined  to  be  free.  And  will  you  not  smile  on  their 
ti'e  ?  will  you  not  contribute  to  its  success  ? 
Americans  Love  Liberty  ;  Americans  have  fought 
R  Liberty  .  and  surely  Americans  will  not  refuse 
pittance  for  the  Emancipatiox  of  Greece. 
but,  brethren  1  have  another  consideration  ;.and  one 
re  proper  to  be  urged  from  this  place.  The  Greeks 
whose  behalf  I  address  you,  are  the  descendiuite--  of 
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Christians,  among  whom  the  Apostles  laboured  and 
established  churches  ; — the  Greeks  in  whose  behalf  I 
address  you,  are  lliemselves  Chnstians  ;  and  they  are 
now  actually  fighting  for  their  religion  as  well  as  for 
their  liberty.  Tlie  struggle  in  wliich  they  are  engaged, 
as  has  justly  been  remarked,  is  a  conflict  between  the 
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REVIEW. 

Familiar  Letters  on  Sacraments,  addressed  to  the 
people  of  his  charge,  by  Jesse  Fonda,  A.  M.  with  an 
Appendix.  “  Nihil  sine,  nihil  contra,  nihil  praeter, 
nihil  ultra,  divinam  scripturam,  admittendum.”  pp. 
366,  12mo.  Newburgh,  1824. 

This  is  the  work  which  we  announced  in  a  former 
number  of  the  Witness,  as.  in  the  press.  Exclusive  of 
the  appendix,  it  is  comprised  in  twenty -one  letters  on 
the  following  topics  : 

Letter  I.  Introduction. 

II.  The  nature  of  the  Sacrament. 

III.  Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  have  taken  the 
place  of  circumcision  and  the  passover,  as  perpetual 
ordinances  of  the  New  Testament. 

IV.  The  nature  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant. 

V.  The  sign,  import,  and  mode  of  administering 
baptism. 

VI.  The  subject  of  baptism — adult  believers  and 
iheir  children. 

VII.  Argument  in  proof  of  the  divine  right  of  infant 
baptism. 

VIII.  Refutation  of  objections  against  infant  bap- 
lism. 

IX.  Qualifications  to  be  required  in  parents  present¬ 
ing  their  children  for  baptism. 

X.  The  exercise  of  ecclesiastical  discipline  on  bap¬ 
tized  members. 

XI.  PcirentiJ  vow4  entered  intdi  at  the  baptism  of 
their  children. 

Xli.  Imjiortaiice 


iiiki  advaatages  of  baptiMn: 
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XIII.  The  duty  of  parents  and  church  officers  in 
relation  to  the  baptism  of  their  children. 

XIV.  The  institution  and  obligation  of  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

XV.  The  nature  of  tlie  Lord's  Supper. 

.  XVI.  Same  subject  continued. 

XVIL  The  design  and  uses  of  this  sacrament. 

XVIII.  Qualifications  for  partaking  aright  of  this 
ordinance — full  assent  to  the  doctrines  of  the  church  as 
expressed  in  her  standards — the  nature  of  an  accepta¬ 
ble  approach  to  the  Lord's  table. 

XIX.  Vows  entered  into  at  the  communion  table — 
their  violation  by  many,  exhortation,  i:c. 

XX.  Apologies  of  professors  for  absenting  themselves 
from  the  Lord’s  table,  and  the  duty  of  church  officers 
in  relation  to  them. 

XXL  Concluding  address  to  non-communicants  anil 
.others. 

Such  is  the  variety  of  important  topics  embraced  in 
these;letters  ;  and  we  remark  in  general,  that  they  are 
well  supported,  and  discussed  in  a  luminous,  able,  in¬ 
teresting  and  edifying  manner.  However  various  the 
sul»jects  brought  under  discussion  are,  they  all  bear  on 
one  point  of  the  deepest  concern  to  every  lover  of  the 
church  of  God — that  of  ecclesiastic.^  discipline.  The 
intention  of  the  author  evidently  is,  as  far  as  his  influ¬ 
ence  and  powers  of  reasoning  extend,  to  brace  it  up, 
and  impart  to  it  a  salutary  tension.  The  present  con- 
dition  not  only  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  ot 
wliich  he  is  a  minister  of  very  reputable  standing,  but 
of  the  Protestant  cluirchcs  generally,  eminently  de¬ 
mands  a  work  of  this  character.  The  dilYefent  forms 
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of  government — the  Presbyterian,  Congregational  and 
Episcopal — the  numerous  parties  into  which  the  Pro¬ 
testant  church  is  divided,  and  sub-divided — the  rnanv 
errors  and  heresies  that  nestle  in  the  sanctuary  and 
defile  it — and  the  schemes  w  hich  are  devising  for  con¬ 
solidating  the  whole  into  one  mass,  arc  added  to  the 
constant  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  so  attempering  the 
exercise  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  that  the  courts  of 
the  Lord's  house  may  be  securely  guarded  against  the 
intrusion  of  the  unhallowed  and  profane,  and  no  dis¬ 
couraging  and  improper  difficulties,  be  untenderly 
thrown  in  the  w  ay  of  the  timid  but  conscientious,  w  ho 
would  draw’  near  to  present  his  sacrifice  on  the  Lord’s 
altar.  An  attempt  to  settle  the  boundaries,  and  adjust 
the  landmarks,  requires  a  firm,  skilful  and  delicate 
hand  ;  and  it  is  hai)py  for  us,  in  this  age,  that  w^e  are 
not  left  to  our  ow  n  wisdom,  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
statutes  enacted  bv  the  Head  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Isrtiel,  and  recorded  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  :  w^e  may 
avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  of  our  fathers,  who 
have  gone  before  us,  for  nearly  eighteen  centuries, 
and  especially  that  of  the  great  and  good  men  wffio 
lived  in,  or  w  ere  near  to  the  reformation  from  Popery. 
We  have  reason  to  admire  the  goodness  of  the  church’s 
Head,  that  he  did  not  sufl'er  his  church  to  be  brought 
into  her  present  critical  situation,  until  her  officers  and 
citizens  were  furnished  with  so  many  lights  to  guide 
them,  and  landmarks  by  which  they  might  direct  their 
course.  How  ignorant  are  they  !  how  ill  advised  !  how 
rash  !  wdio  would  extinguish  all  these  lights,  who  would 
tear  away  all  these  landmarks,  who  would  deface  all 
the  footsteps  of  the  flock  of  the  good  Shepherd  !  Such 
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men,  alas !  there  are  in  abundance,  and  these  “  men  ol 
renown”  and  influence,  who  raise  the  cry  loud  and 
ong,  “  away  with  catechisms,  creeds,  confessions,  for¬ 
mulas,  old  statutes,  they  are  barriers  erected  by  bigo¬ 
try  and  ignorance,  against  the  progress  of  discovery, 
against  free  inquiry,  against  the  ir  st  liberal  catholic 
fellowship.” 

It  gives  us  sincere  pleasure  that  the  author  of  the 
^  laKers  is  not  of  this  party — that  he  calls,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  prophet  of  old,  upon  his  people,  upon  all 
who  read  his  pages,  (and  we  hope  they  may  be  many) 

Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see,  and  ask  for  the  old 
paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  ^valk  therein,  and 
ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.”  Jer.  vi.  16.  En 
passant^  we  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  we  re¬ 
joice  to  hear  respectable  men  on  both  sides  of  the  At¬ 
lantic,  crjdng  aloud  in  the  spirit  of  the  Lord’s  prophet, 
and  making  this  salutary  call  upon  the  churches.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Irvin,  the  successor  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  in 
public  favour  as  a  preacher,  has  spoken  out  so  boldly 
on  this  topic,  that  irreligious  magazines,  of  high  repu¬ 
tation,  have  marshalled  themselves  in  array  against 
liim.  From  them  too  we  learn  that  many  and  powerful 
preachers  are  earnest  in  their  entreaties  of  their  hear¬ 
ers,  to  enquire  after  the  old  paths  of  the  reformation, 
that  they  may  walk  in  them.  Our  prayers  are  for  the 
success  of  all  such  witnesses.  They  will,  they  mus^ 
succeed. 

Wc  do  not,  in  these  remarks,  allude  so  much  to  the 
exercise  of  the  discipline,  as  to  the  means  furnished 
by  our  fathers,  for  conducting  us  in  the  right  w’ay. — 
The  confessions  of  faith  and  other  formulas  of  sound 
doctrine  are  the  limits  which  have  been  set  to  eccle- 
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siastical  forbearance  by. the  church  in  preceding  ages  ; 
they  have  said  hitherto  variety  of  opinion  may  come 
;ind  no  farther.  To  these  standards,  Mr.  F.  would 
have  the  judicatories  to  return,  and  by  them  test  the 
soundness  in  the  faith,  of  an  applicant  for  admission  to 
the  Lord’s  table,  or  for  the  administration  of  baptism, 
either  to  himself  or  to  his  child.  Here  a  wise  and 
conscientious  administrator,  and  court,  find  a  place 
which  they  may  occupy  and  hold  against  every  oppo¬ 
nent  :  abandon  this  position,  and  all  is  loosened,  all 
thrown  open,  and  the  dearest  interests  of  the  heritage 
of  God  put  in  jeopardy  every  instant.  On  this  subject 
we  shall  present  our  readers  with  an  extract  ;  and  here 
it  may  be  as  well  to  give  notice  that  we  do  not  mean 
to  enter  into  the  array  of  argument  contained  in  the 
Letters,  nor  to  eviscerate  the  book  ;  for  we  should  be 
sorry  to  gratify  so  far  the  curiosity  of  our  readers,  as 
to  interfere  in  any  degree  with  the  sale.  The  extract 
which  we  present  is  in  Letter  VIII.  pp.  114,  116.  ► 

Those  who  have  in  infancy  been  solemnly  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  God  of  the  covenant,  are  sacredly  bound,  ~ 
as  their  capacities  enlarge,  and  according  to  the  advan¬ 
tages  they  enjoy,  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  the 
system  of  revealed  truth.  It  is  not  left  at  their  option, 
whether  they  will  or  not,  read  the  word  of  God,  and 
examine  the  standards  of  our  church.  They  are  hound 
to  do  so.  And  if  it  should  be  manifest,  that  they  have 
neglected  to  do  so — if  it  should  appear  that  they  are 
grossly  ignorant  of  the  Bible  revelation,  and  of  those 
excellent  “  forms  of  sound  words,”  the  Belgic  confess 

non  of  faithy  the  Hiedelbergh  catechism^  and  the  canons 
28^ 
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oj  the  Synod  of  Dort ;  all  of  which  have  been  adopted  ^ 
standards  in  our  church,  and  which  form  the  bond  of 
ecclesicistical  union  among  us  ;  it  is  sufficient  evidence, 
that  they  have  lightly  esteemed  the  covenant  of  their 
God,  and  that  they  are  utterly  unprepared  to  say,  at 
the  baptism  of  their  children,  that  they  believe  the 
doctrines  of  the  church,  and  will  instruct  their  children 
in  those  doctrines.” 

“  What  does  a  man  know  about  the  doctrines  of  the 
Dutch  Church,  or  what  does  he  care  about  them,  when 
he  has  never  taken  the  pains  to  read  her  standards  ? 
The  doctrines  of  the  Dutch  Church  are  not  the  opinions 
of  this  man,  or  that  man  !  They  are  in  print,  and  be* 
fore,  the  public. 

?  Neither  is  the  church  now  to  argue  the  point, 
whether  her  standards  are  sound,  nor  to  legislate  on 
doctrines  :  She  refers  to  them  as  authority,  and  as 
law  ;  and  the  man  who  does  not  seek  an  acquaintance 
with  them,  has  no  right  to  a  place  among  her  members. 

“  The  evil  is  still  greater  and  the  cause  of  excision 

V 

still  more  apparent,  when  a  baptized  person,  a  sealed 
member  of  the  church,  openly  attacks  and  reprobates 
the  standards  of  the  churffi,  in  which  he  nevertheless 
wishes  to  retain  his  standing,  and  to  offer  up  his  child- 
iren  in  baptism.  This  is  niost  awful  ;  and  the  church 
ought  to  understand  the  principle  of  self  preservation 
too  well,  to  tolerate  the  existence  of  avowed  enemies 
and  traitors  to  her  cause,  within  her  pale.  It  is  bad 
enough  ;  it  is  too  bad  ;  for  a  man,  who  knows  nothing 
about  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  to  say  :  ‘‘I  believe 

these  doctrines  to  be  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 

# 

ancl’I  engage  to  teach'  those  doctrines  to  my  children.” 
But,  O'  how  much  worse  it  is  for  a  man  to  say  so,  ' 
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I  who,  as  lar  as  he  understands  those  doctrines,  utterly 
disbelieves  them  ;  who,  in  his  family,  and  before  his 
children,  heaps  his  foulest  reproaches  upon  them  ;  and 
threatens,  on  account  of  the  obnoxiousness  of  their 
doctrines,  to  destroy  and  consume  the  catechism,  and 
other  standards,  of  the  very  church,  in  which  he  claims 
membership  for  himself  and  children  !  This  certainly 
betrays  so  much  duplicity,  dishonesty,  falsehood,  and 
perjury,  that  we  would  suppose  a  very  small  degree  of 
regard  for  a  man’s  own  reputation  would  induce  him, 
after  making  such  acknowledgements,  and  promises  at 
the  baptism  of  his  child,  to  hold  his  peace  for  ever  on 
the  subject.  But,  whether  a  man  will  publish  his  own 
disgrace  or  not ;  the  fact  being  ascertained,  the  church 
:an  hold  no  parley  with  him.  The  case  requires 
prompt  and  decided  attention  ;  and  it  is  sufficient  to 
tell  such  a  man — ‘  You  are  the  advocate  of  doctrines, 
which  God’s  word,  and  God’s  church,  declare  to  be 
false  and  heretical  :  You  have  broken  the  covenant, 
and  forfeited  your  standing,  and  your  claim  on  its  privi¬ 
leges.’  ” 

This  is  fairly  and  honestly  up  to  the  mark,  no  min¬ 
cing,  no  trimming,  no  frittering.  If  our  ecclesiastical  ju¬ 
dicatories  do  not  make  this  use  of  the  bonds  of  Christian 
iellowship,  to  what  purpose  shall  they  be  applied  ? 
Merely  recommend  them  as  any  other  good  books  of 
private  authority  to  the  perusal  of  Christians  ?  And  is 
this  all.the  import  of  those  solemn  instruments,  to  which 
ministers  are  bound  by  the  most  awful  sanctions,  at 
th  ordinations  ?  It  must  be  all,  n  hich  few  will  dare 
to  say,  or  we  must  go  all  the  lengths  of  Mr.  F.  in  our 
extract! 


As  we  intend  to  return  to  these  letters  ngain,  wi 
shall  conclude,  for  the  present,  this  article,  by  present¬ 
ing  another  extract  as  a  specimen  of  Mr.  F’s.  powers 
of  composition,  with  which  the  good  taste^  of  our  read¬ 
ers  cannot  fail  to  be  much  pleased.  Before  transcrib¬ 
ing  it,  we  barely  beg  leave  to  remark  that  so  far  as  the 
influence  of  this  book  goe&,  and  may  it  go  f;  r,  its  tenden¬ 
cy  will  be  to  correct  the  erroneous  views  respecting 
looseness  of  communion  in  the  church,  which  are  at 
present  doing  much  harm,  and  threatening  morei  pp. 
154,  155. 

Consult  now  the  feelings  of  the  Jews  ;  feelings 
produced  by  the  most  enlightened  views  of  tnith  and 
duty,  and  identified  with  the  best  exercises  ofthe  heart. 
The  seal  of  the  covenant  was,  in  every  period  of  the 
Jewish  church,  and  especially  in  periods  of  reforma¬ 
tion  and  distinguished  piety,  deemed  by  every  Hebrew 
a  prerogative  of  inestimable  worth.  ‘‘  Uncircumcised,” 
to  use  the  words  of  another — ‘‘  uncircumtised^  was  the 
most  bitter,  and  disdainful  reproach,  which  his  mouth 
could  utter  :  He  would  sooner  lay  his  children  in  the 
grave,  than  permit  them  to  go  without  the  token  of 
their  being  Abraham’s  seed.^’ 

“  This  feeling  of  the  Jews  was  interwoven  with  their 
very  constitution  ;  and  twining  its  tendrils  round  every 
fibre  of  their  hearts,  exerted  itself  in  all  its  power  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost ;  and  with  all  the  propriety  of 
reason,  with  all  the  authority  of  revelation,  and  with 
all  the  tenderness  of  parental  affection,  .loudly  called 
for  privileges  and  rights  in  behalf  of  their  offspring. 

When  the  Apostle  directed  the  anxious,  enquiring, 
and  believing  multitude,  to  be  baptized— and  ^hus.to 
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receive,  as  Christian  converts,  the  seal  of  the  covenant 
under  its  evangelical  form — all  the  tenderness  and  soli¬ 
citude  of  the  parental  heart,  now  softened  by  divine 
ffrace,  were  brought  into  liveliest  exercise.  What  ? 
exclaims  the  anxious  Jew,  What  is  to  become  of  my 
children,  the  fruit  of  my  body,  for  whose  recognition, 
iis  members  of  the  visible  church,  God  made  special 
provision  in  his  covenant  with  my  great  progenitor 
Abraham  ?  I  cannot  accede  to  terms  like  these.  I 
cannot  cross  the  threshhbld  of  the  Christian  church, 
and  leave  babes  behind.  I  cannot,  I  must  not  ac¬ 
cept  of  baptism,  as  the  token  of  the  covenant  in  the 
place  of  circumcision,  and  thus  unchurch  the  children 
whom  God  has  given  me  ! 

Peace,  peace,  says  the  Apostle.  The  form  of 
sealing  the  covenant  only  is  changed.  The  covenant, 
in  all  its  extent  and  operation,  in  all  its  privileges  and 
immunities,  remains  untouched.  The  promise  is  still 
to  you  and  your  children.  Bring  your  infant  offspring 
with  you — and  let  them  with  you,  receive  the  seal  of 
God’s  covenant  in  its  Christian  form.” 

(To  be  Continued.) 

ITEMS  OF  INTELLIGENCF. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Wylie,  nephew^  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
''Vylie,  and  educated  in  the  seminary  of  the  Reformed 
l^resbyterian  church,  Philadelphia,  has  been  labouring 
the  state  of  Illinois  about  five  years.  Before  his  settle¬ 
ment  in  Kaskaskias  he  had  travelled  under  the  care  of  the 
'‘Oulhern  and  western  Presbyteries,  as  a  missionary, 
through  much  of  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Ten- 
’'essce,  Kentucky,  the  States  north  west  of  the  Ohio, 
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and  two  hundred  miles  up  the  Missouri.  He  had  two 
calls  made  on  him,  one  from  Tennessee  and  one  from 
Ohio,  both  of  which  he  rejected,  and  preferred  an  in¬ 
vitation  from  several  gentlemen  in  Kaskaskias,  to  la- 
hour  in  that  State,  to  which  he  was  ordained  as  a  Mis- 
sionary  in  Pittsburgh,  in  1818.  When  he  arrived  in 
Kaskaskias,  after  his  ordination,  there  was  but  one 
Presbyterian  minister  in  the  State,  but  one  mis¬ 
sionary,  and  we  do  not  know  of  any  other,  and  notone 
Reformed  Presbyterian  member.  He  has  now  a 
flourishing  congregation  of  about  100  coininunicant?, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  influencciof  that  congrega¬ 
tion,  has  for  the  present  i)re vented  the  introduction  ol 
the  principle  of  slavery  into  the  constitution,  so  nearly 
are  the  parties  balanced.  Mr.  Wylie  is  at  the  he«ad  of 
the  principal  literary  institution,  and  indeed  the  only 
one  of  w  hich  we  have  heard,  in  the  State  where  he  re¬ 
sides.  ' 

Religions  Publications^ — There  are  in  the  U.  States 
49  religious  newspapers  and  magazines.  Maine,  Wa- 
torville  Intelligencer,  and  Christian  Mirror,  2.  New- 
Hampshire,  N.  H.  Repository,  1.  Vermont,  Wood- 
stock  Monitor,  1.  Massachusetts,  Boston  Recorder, 
Christian  Watchman,  Missionary  Herald,  Am.  Baptist. 
Mcjgazine,  Gospel  Advocate,  and  Monitor,  6.  Rhode 
Island,  Religious  Intelligencer,  Evening  Gazette, 
Christian  Visitor,  Ladies  Magazine,  Gospel  Palladium, 
and  Rhode  Island  Baptist,  G.  Connecticut,  Religious 
Intelligencer,  Christian  Spectator,  Christian  Secretary. 
Youth’s  Guardian,  Sabbath  School  Repository,  and 
Churchman’s  Magazine,  G.  New-Y  ork,  N.  Y,  Obser¬ 
ver,  Christian  Herald  and  Seaman’s  Magazine,  Am. 
Missionary  Register,  Religious  Chronicle,  Methodist 
Magazine,  Christian  Journal,  Christian  Repository ,West 
N.  Y  ork  Baptist  Magazine,  Religious  Advocate,  Israors 
Advocate,  Evangelical  Witness,  10.  Pennsylvania, 
Religious  Miscellany,  Christian  Gazette  and  Y  outli':** 
Herald,  Christian  Advocate,  Philadelphia  Recorder, 
I'nited  Brethren’s  Missionary  Intelligencer,  and  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Recorder,  G.  Delaware,  Christian  Repository 
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1.  District  of  Columbia,  Latter  Day  Luminary,  Col¬ 
umbian  Star,  and  Theological  Repertory,  3.  Virginia, 
Family  V  isitor.  Evangelical  and  Literary  Magazine,  2. 
South  Carolina,  Southern  Intelligencer,  and  Zion’s  Her¬ 
ald,  2.  Georgia,  Missionary  Mount  Zion,  1.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Christian  Repertory,  and  Christian  Register,  2. 

Nearly  all  these  journals  have  originated  within  a 
few  years.  They  are  generally  earnest  in  the  cause 
of  Bible  societies,  and  a  great  majority  are  in  the  mis¬ 
sionary  interest.  We  believe  there  are  two  religious 
magazines  published  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  German 
language,  one  by  the  German  Calvinist,  and  one  by  the 
Lutheran  church,  which  will  make  the  whole  number 
51 ;  and  there  may  be  others  of  which  we  have  not 
heard,  and  some  on  the  above  list  may  have  been  dis¬ 
continued  of  late.  We  have  heard  of  .none  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Alabama,  Mississip¬ 
pi,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  or 
Louisiana.  The  Roman  Catholics  have  one  journal 
published  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  The  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  has  none,  nor  has  any  branch  of  the  Secession 
church.  Of  those  we  have  enumerated,  the  Baptists 
have  at  least  ten.  It  is  surprising  that  so  large  a  body 
should,  for  so  many  years,  have  attracted  so  little  atten¬ 
tion.  But  it  now  rises  very  rapidly  into  notice,  and 
scarcely  a  Baptist  journal  arrives  without  the  news  of  ' 
some  new  evidence  of  the  consolidation  of  its  power, 
under  the  name  of  missionary  conventions  to  be  repre¬ 
sented  in  one  central  body'. 

The  sacrifices  of  w^ealth  and  labour,  in  the  several 
<lenominations,  to  originate  their  respective  publica¬ 
tions  have  generally  been  great,  which  shows  that  they 
are  at  least  in  earnest. 

There  are  also  three  opposition  papers..  Two  in 
the  State  of  New-York,  and  one  in  Massachusetts — all 
^leep  and  deadly  in  their  strife  against  most  of  the  mo- 
flern  benevolent  institutions.  They  do.  not,  except 
the  Jew  in  New-York,  profess  to  make  w'ar  upon  the 
Bible,  hut  they  use  the  same  weapons,  which  infidels 
^  few  years  ago,  used  against  Divine  Revelation — 
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those  of  ridicule,  gross  abuse,  and  slander.  Their  I 
statements  are  all  remarkably  intrepid.  One  of  them,  1 
c.  g.  says  that  few  Methodists  are  in  favour  of  modem  " 
missions,  when  every  one  who  has  any  knowledge  o( 
the  state  of  the  churches,  knows  that  the  Methodht 
missionary  societies  are  the  largest  in  the  world.  The  I 
same  journal,  which  boasts  of  ample  patronage,  aQdli 
which  has  honoured  the  Evangelical  Witness  with  moreR 
of  its  virulent  opposition,  than  it  has  any  other  Chris- R 
tian  paper,  charges  the  editor  with  the  sin  of  being  ■1 
born  in  Scotland.  Though,  the  editor  would  not  blush  B 
had  the  land  of  his  nativity,  been  that  of  Wallace,  the  R 
Earl  of  Argyle,  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  Knox,  Ruther-H 
ford,  Henderson,  Gillespie,  Stuart,  Reed,  Robertson,!] 
&c.  &c. ;  nor  would  he  feel  any  compunctious  visitinggl 
had  he  emigrated,  as  Witherspoon  and  Nesbit  didtoR 
the  United  States,  men  to  whom  he  would  regret  that  ■) 
the  reader  should  think  he  compares  himself;  yet  it  i«  ft 
true  that  his  ancestors,  were  among  the  earliest  emi-ft 
grants  to  Pennsylvania,  and  even  they  did  not  come  ft 
from  Scotland.  Perhaps,  in  “plain  truth,”  it  is  aft 
crime  with  these  learned,  refined,  polite,  gentlemanlj ft 
and  argwmeiUative  editors,  (for  it  seems  “Met/ arc ■ 
to  be  born  any  where  but  in  Ncw-Englan3,B 
and  even  there,  unless  for  the  purpose  of  acknow  ft 
ledging  Christianity  in  the  gross,  and  assailing  it  bitter*  ft 
ly  in  all  its  details.  We  hope  their  Maker  will  spare  ft 
their  lives  until  maturer  years  bring  repentance  for  the  ft 
misapplication  of  some  mind,  given  for  nobler  purpo-ft 
ses.  In  the  mean  time,  a  wise  Providence  will  over*  ft 
rule  their  bitterness  and  clamour  for  good.  Manyfti 
members  of  the  great  family  of  animated  nature,  live  ft 
upon  what  would  otherwise  mar  the  beauty  of  theft; 
world,  and  their  labours,  in  removing  what  constitutes  ft 
their  food,  are  usefiil.  ft 

The  receipts  of  the  American  Education  Society  fo^ft 
Dec.  1823,  were  $2683.  21.  ft 


